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of any other known tribe. They also manufacture
many articles of horsehair, and they are the only In-
dians who, as far as is known, have ever invented a
mechanical device- This is an arrangement for spin-
ning or rather twisting horsehair and fibers into string
and rope. It consists of a wooden frame with a rotat-
ing spindle equipped with a balance and operated by
a bow and string. It is, in effect, a giant cotton-spin-
dle fitted in a frame and operated on the principle of
a bow-drill. As I have already mentioned, practically
all the Guaymi decorative designs are of geometrical
forms, Aztecan in character; but they have a wonder-
ful eye for form and not infrequently reproduce hu-
man and animal figures with great fidelity. This is
particularly true of the miniature terra-cotta figures
used as proxies. Many of these are truly remark-
able examples of modeling, and are so accurate in all
their details that the species of bird, quadruped, in-
sect or reptile is easily recognizable. This is the more
remarkable inasmuch as these images are designed for
temporary use only and are destined to be destroyed,
and it would seem that a crudely made effigy would
serve every purpose. But the Guaymis argue that as
the images are to provide abiding-places for spirits
they must be so true to nature that each spirit will at
once recognize the figurine intended for it. Hence,
in the case of the effigies representing human beings,
every peculiarity, injury or deformity of the original
is reproduced so that there can be no possible mistake
as to the identities of the individuals they represent.
For musical instruments the Guaymis use drums,
whistles of various kinds, cane and bone flutes, Pan's-
pipes, orcJiarinaSj some of clay and others made from